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ICNC: A BRIEF HISTORY 



Dr. Peter Ackerman and Dr. Gene Sharp 



Thesis  Book 



A Force More Powerful 
Documentary Series  



A Force More Powerful 
Companion Book 



The Center Is Born 



Bringing Down a Dictator 



Orange Revolution 



Video Games 
A Force More Powerful & People Power 



News Digest 



Fletcher Summer Institute 
for the Advanced Study of Nonviolent Conflict 



Academic Webinar Series 



Online Courses 
United States Institute of Peace & Rutgers University 



Why Civil Resistance Works 
by Dr. Erica Chenoweth and Dr. Maria Stephan 



Recovering Nonviolent History 
Edited by Dr. Maciej Bartkowski 



People Power App 



Into the Future… 

 James Lawson Institute 

 Freedom Beat Recordings 

 Complexities of Teaching Civil Resistance 



PEDAGOGICAL INSPIRATION 



Marshall Ganz 

 "...to even be a who and not a what is to recognize 
that we are in the world in relationship with 
others and that our capacity to realize our own 
objectives is inextricably wrapped up with the 
capacity of others to realize theirs... The time for 
action is always now, because it's often only 
through action that we can learn what we need to 
learn in order to be able to act effectively in the 
ways that we intend. And the fact that they're 
questions is also really important to me, because 
it suggests that this work, this work of organizing, 
leadership is not about knowing, it's about 
learning." 

 



Paulo Freire 

 “Yet only through communication can human life 
hold meaning. The teacher’s thinking is 
authenticated only through the authenticity of the 
students’ thinking. The teacher cannot think for her 
students, nor can she impose her thought on them. 
Authentic thinking, thinking that is concerned with 
reality, does not take place in ivory tower isolation, 
but only in communication. If it is true that thought 
has meaning only when generated by action upon 
the world, the subordination of students to teachers 
becomes impossible.” 



Septima Clark 

 “I have a great belief in the fact that whenever 
there is chaos, it creates wonderful thinking. I 
consider chaos a gift.” 



CONFLICT 



Paired Interviews 

 What is your name? 

 What is your official title? 

 What are 3 of you “unofficial” titles? 

 Why did you decide to participate in this workshop? What do you 
hope to learn? 

 If you could have dinner with anyone, past or present, dead or alive, 
who would it be? 

 What are five words or phrases you think of when you hear the word, 
“conflict?” 



MLK on Conflict 



BREAK 



POWER 



Power Chairs 

 Re-arrange the chairs so that they are configured in a way that 
represents power. 



Monolithic and Pluralistic Power 

MONOLITHIC 

 The people are dependent 
on the goodwill of their 
government/rulers 

 Top-down 

 Self-perpetuating, durable 

PLURALISTIC 

 The government/rulers are 
dependent on the goodwill 
of the people 

 Bottom-up 

 Fragile and requires 
cooperation 





Other Conceptions of Power 



Human Sculptures 

 Work with your group to create a sculpture using and arranging 
your bodies in a way that represents one of the conceptions of 
power. 

 Observers try and guess which conception your group is 
representing in your sculpture. 



Visual Slide Show 

 What kind of power do you see represented in the following 
photos? 
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