
International Peace Day 
at 

Baltimore’s Friendship Academy for Math and Science 
September 21, 2010 

 
8:10 First Period.  Students go to their homerooms. 
 
9:30 Second Period.  General Assembly with Mainlehwon 
 
 KEYNOTE:   Healing from Violence 

 Mr. Mainlehwon Ebenezer Vohm Benda  
 Director of the Center of Peace Education, Liberia, AFRICA 
   

All 10th and 11th graders 
 
10:40 Third Period:   Students Rotate to Different Peace Classes and Workshops 
 

Johanna McCants, “Youth Re-Defining Violence,  Re-defining their Lives” 
Director, Visions to Peace Program 
 
Daryn Cambridge, “What is Nonviolence?  Where has it Worked and Why?” 
Director knowledge and Digital Learning, International Center for Nonviolent Conflict  
 
Barbara Wien, “Portraits of Peace” art, music and food for peace 
Professor, University of Maryland and American University 
 
Mainlehwon, “Liberating Child Soldiers in Africa” 
Director of the Center for Peace Education, Liberia 

 
12:00 LUNCH 
 
12:30 Fifth Period 

Students Rotate to a new Peace Class with Johanna, Barbara, Mainlehwon or Daryn 
 

1:40 Sixth or Last Period  
Students Rotate to a new Peace Class with Johanna, Barbara, Mainlehwon or Daryn 
 
 

Time for a Closing Circle? 
 

Thank you to everyone at Friendship Academy and Good-bye! 



SPEAKERS for International Peace Day at the Friendship Academy 
 

Mainlehwon Ebenezer Vonhm was born and raised in Liberia. He fled 
Liberia during the height of the civil war, lived as a refugee in several 
West African countries, and eventually, with the help of some 
American educators, was granted an opportunity to pursue his 
education in the USA. For the past 10 years, he has lived in the US, 
studying and learned about how peace education can serve as a 
pathway to peaceful civility and coexistence. Now he has decided to 
return home to help in the post-conflict reconstruction efforts. His goal 
is to build a comprehensive peace education program for Liberia and 
teach mediation as a means of achieving harmony and a better life for 
future generations. Quite simply, he would rather plant seeds of peace. 
For more info: Please visit WWW.PEACEEDU.ORG 

 

Daryn Cambridge is Director for Knowledge & Digital Strategies at the 
International Center on Nonviolent Conflict.  He also teaches Education for Peace 
and Conflict Resolution and Education for International Development at American 
University.  Daryn has worked for several social justice and education 
organizations, facilitating trainings and workshops for learners of all ages across 
the world. He has done consulting work for organizations such as One World 
Education, Learn-Serve International, and the United States Association for the 
University of Peace. He served for three years as Assistant Director of 
the Democracy Matters Institute and then Director of Youth Programs at Common 

Cause, designing and facilitating trainings for youth and young adults on how to do grassroots organizing 
around pro-democracy issues. He has also been a Program Supervisor and Instructor with the Close Up 
Foundation – the nation’s largest civic education and engagement non-profit – where he taught civic 
engagement workshops for young people from all across the United States, the Middle East, North 
Africa, and Eurasia. He has also been a teacher for Putney Student Travel’s Excel Program at Amherst 
College where he taught the History of War and International Relations; an urban crew leader with 
the Student Conservation Association, working with DC area youth in conservation, trail building and 
environmental education; and a consultant for Project Agape, the internet company that designed the 
Causes application on Facebook.  

Daryn has a B.A. from Middlebury College, a M.A. in International Training and Education from American 
University, and a professional certificate in International Peace and Conflict Resolution, also from 
American University. 

Dr. Johonna Rachelle McCants has a Ph.D. in American 
and Black Studies from the University of Maryland and has 
taught courses on Critical Race Theory, gender, class and 
re-defining violence.  She listens deeply to Black youth, 
documents their voices, and shows how they can help us 
gain a critical understanding of violence.  Johonna is the 

http://www.blogger.com/profile/07317586266191846622
http://www.peaceedu.org/
http://nonviolent-conflict.org/
http://www.nonviolent-conflict.org/index.php/officers-and-staff/535-daryn-cambridge-director-knowledge-a-digital-strategies


Director of the Visions to Peace Program in Washington D.C. which uses cultural criticism, 
media, art, hip hop, and poetry to help youth resist violence and articulate their views and 
strategies for safe streets.  Her work reveals how we have created a climate of criminalization 
toward youth in America.  She challenges punitive policies, the “war on youth” and such terms 
such as “youth violence.” She has a post-graduate certificate in Conflict Transformation from 
Eastern Mennonite University and has traveled to extensively internationally including Rwanda 
and South Africa.  Her work informs urban youth policy and grassroots organizing for 
transformative justice, a vision and practice of attaining safety and justice through personal and 
social transformation, rather than reliance on the criminal legal system. 

 
 

From the time she was 21, Barbara Wien has worked to stop human 
rights abuses, violence and war.  She has protected human rights 
defenders from the death squads in conflict zones, led eight nonprofit 
organizations, taught alternatives to war and violence at six 
universities, and delivered peace seminars in 58 countries.  Barbara is 
the author of 16 articles, study guides and books, including PEACE 
AND WORLD ORDER STUDIES, a pioneering curriculum guide for 
university professors, now in its 7th edition.  She has been awarded 
four times for her visionary leadership and moral courage by 

foundations, civic awarded four times for her courage by civic organizations and academic 
societies.  She is named in Amy Goodman’s book Exceptions to the Rulers, and in The 
Progressive magazine for speaking truth to power.  Her media appearances include The 
Washington Post, NBC Nightly News, Australian Public Broadcasting, Nuclear Times magazine, 
The Harold Saunders Show, and radio interviews in India, Uganda, Zambia, Palestine-Israel, and 
Australia.  Her areas of expertise are civic engagement, grassroots nonviolent movements, and 
gender equity.   
 

Barbara served as Director of Peace Brigades International (PBI) for five years, a highly-
respected human rights organization with offices in 15 countries, which protects the lives of 
civilians in war zones using a cutting-edge strategy known as “nonviolent protective 
accompaniment”.  PBI walks side-by-side as unarmed bodyguards at the request of the local 
people to stop abductions and massacres.  She also led labor delegations to El Salvador to stop 
the killing of priests, school teachers and trade union activists by the army death squads in the 
1980s.  Barbara worked with the playwright Eve Ensler through her V-Day Foundation to award 
over $7 million a year in royalties from “The Vagina Monologues” to end extreme forms of 
violence against women such as honor killings, bride burnings, female genital mutilation, rape, 
incest and war.  She is an adjunct member of the faculty at American, Georgetown, and Univ. of 
MD. With women of color in her neighborhood, she negotiated ceasefires and truces among 
gangs in Harlem (1981-1986) and Washington D.C. (1987-1997), and worked to create safe 
streets for kids, jobs, and alternatives to drug trade.  As Academic Director at the World Policy 
Institute in the 1980s, Barbara awarded grants and seed money to academics to catalyze over 
280 university degree programs in the study of peace and human rights.  The Australian 



Ministry of Education invited her to help organize Peace Studies in their 19 national 
universities.  

Barbara holds a BA in Communications and International Relations from American University 
(1981), an MA in Comparative World History and Economic from the City University of New 
York (1984), and a teaching certificate in Peace Education from Columbia University Teachers 
College (1986).  Barbara serves on the boards of the Baker Peace Institute at Juniata College, 
Interfaith Peace-builders, and National Peace Action.  At the Loaves & Fishes Feeding Program 
in Washington DC, Barbara and her family have served homeless and hungry guests a hot meal 
in the dining room with dignity and respect for over 12 years. 
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